
Love and Safety for All of God’s People 

A Prayer to Our Gracious God 
Lord God, our Redeemer and Protector, we come to you seeking the help that only you can give. We 

ask that you spare people in our country and around the world from any harm to body and soul. 

Grant healing and comfort to those who may be afflicted with this or any other disease. Be with those 

who care for the sick and keep them from danger. Give wisdom and steadfastness to our nation’s 

leaders and a spirit of courage and cooperation to our communities. Calm our fears of the unknown. 

Use your Word to work in us a strong faith and trust in your promise to use all things to work for the 

good of those who love you. We can be confident in you and your promises in this uncertain and 

difficult time because of the love and faithfulness you demonstrated in sending your Son to the cross 

for us and for all people. Help us to keep our eyes fixed on you, our Refuge and Strength. Amen. 

Out of Love for Others  
While there may not be an immediate threat to you, out of love for those who are at higher risk and 

out of love for our community, we at Star of Bethlehem want to do all that we can to slow the spread 

of the virus when it arrives in our community. Now is the time to act since we do not know when it 

will arrive.  

Star of Bethlehem Staff Response 
We are ensuring that disinfectants used by our cleaning crews are rated to kill the coronavirus on 

surfaces. We are also encouraging all staff and volunteers to frequently wash their hands and stay 

home if sick. We will continue to monitor communication from the Centers for Disease Control and 

our local governments to determine any next steps. You can find the latest updates at 

cdc.gov/coronavirus, waukeshacounty.gov/publichealth, and dhs.wisconsin.gov. 

Continue to Gather 
God’s people are strengthened in worship through his Word and Sacrament. As long as gathering for 

worship is possible, we should continue to seek refuge in his Word and encouragement from fellow 

believers. Decisions to cancel worship will be made only when necessary or advised by governmental 

and health authorities. While we love coming together to worship, it is also wise to exercise best 

practices to prevent the spread of any illness. 

Your Part in our Response 
1. If you have any type of symptoms of coughing, sneezing, fever, nausea, achiness, or any flu-like 

symptom, stay home. 

2. Practice good hygiene. Wash your hands often. 

3. Say “hello.” When asked if churches should be limiting activities like shaking hands, Surgeon 

General Jerome Adams responded, "It is prudent to limit touching, especially hand-to-hand.”1 

While shaking hands and hugs are part of our culture, feel free to simply say, “hello” rather than 

make physical contact. For the time being, our greeters and pastors will not be shaking hands 

with all who enter.  

                                                 
1  From Christianity Today: https://www.christianitytoday.com/edstetzer/2020/march/your-church-and-coronavirus-advice-

for-churches-from-surgeo.html 
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4. Communion practices:  

a. Communion distributors will be reminded to wash their hands immediately before 

distribution. 

b. The distributor will place the bread in your hand rather than place it on your tongue.  

c. While we will continue to offer the common cup, the individual cups are always available to 

you as well. You may choose to alter your reception for the time being.  

d. These instructions will be given at our next communion services the weekend of March 29.   

5. We will cancel any remaining Lenten soup suppers.  

6. We ask everyone to complete a connection card so that we have an accurate record of everyone 

attending our services if it becomes necessary to track anyone exposed to the coronavirus.  

Your Worship Patterns 
You may determine that it is best for you to alter your worship pattern. Perhaps you will want to 

worship at a service with a smaller attendance. Typically, our Saturday 5:30pm and Monday 6:30pm 

services have a smaller attendance. A smaller attendance may allow you to leave more space between 

you and other worshippers.  

As the disease progresses, more individuals, especially those in the “at risk” population, may need to 

worship online. While our services are not livestreamed, you will be able to find the Saturday sermon 

posted on our website by Sunday morning for the next few weeks. 

Gifts and Offerings 
In addition to regular worship, we understand that God's people will also want to continue to express 

their faith and trust in God through their regular offerings. There are modifications we can make here 

as well. Rather than pass the offering plate during the service, we will ask our ushers to stand at the 

doors with the offering plate to receive your offering. Consider using our online giving options for 

one-time or recurring gifts from your checking or savings account (most cost effective for Star of 

Bethlehem) or credit/debit card. These options can be found online at starofbethlehem.org/donate. 

An Overabundance of Caution? 
While this may seem too much to some, we as a congregation want to be sensitive to the needs of 

those most at risk in our own Star family and the reputation of God’s church. “If we are reckless and 

allow our churches to become centers of disease, then we damage the reputation of the Gospel in our 

communities.”2 

Trust in God; Encourage One Another 
Our Savior has promised that he will never leave us or forsake us. That is true when times are good 

and when times are difficult. That promise can give us encouragement for the present and hope for 

the future. As the Psalm writer said, “My times are in your hands.” There is no better place to be. 

Strengthened by God’s promises, we can encourage and comfort one another to remain fearless in the 

face of danger and joyful no matter what the circumstances. 

                                                 
2  “Religious bodies have heaped shame on themselves in Asia. In Singapore and Korea, huge shares of the infected became 

infected via religious gatherings. In many cases, these were Christian gatherings.” (“Prepare Your Church for COVID 19,” a 
paper produced by a Lutheran missionary in Hong Kong.) 


